
Traditional Worship  
December 18, 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel.  
The gospel is Matthew's account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, 

God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, "O come, O come, Emmanuel," a 
beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the seven days 

preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the 
one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE                                             Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn – arr. Mark Hayes 

  
RINGING OF THE STEEPLE BELL * 
 

As the bell is rung the assembly stands for the Opening Hymn. 
A * in the order of service indicates that those who are able are invited to stand. 

  

OPENING HYMN #242 *                                              Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn                                             

 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS * 
Leader: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

who alone does wondrous things. 
Assembly: Blessed be God's name forever. 

Amen. 
 

Leader: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Leader: God of new beginnings, 
Assembly:  we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths.  
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, 

that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us.  

Amen. 



 
 
Leader: People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on + Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the Lord. 

Assembly: Amen. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH *                                            Tidings of Comfort and Joy  

 
(Printed on next page) 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY * 
Leader:  Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 
free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your 
promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

Assembly: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Tidings of Comfort and Joy 

 
 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                                      Isaiah 7:10-16 

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In 
response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah 
reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign 
that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 
 

10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then 
Isaiah said: "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you 
weary my God also? 14Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman 
is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and 
honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in 
dread will be deserted." 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN AT THE PSALM #266                                                                            All Earth Is Hopeful                                                     
                                                                                                    

The assembly remains seated and joins the cantor in singing the hymn. 

 
SECOND READING                                                                                                                Romans 1:1-7 

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter's opening he introduces himself 
as an apostle divinely appointed to spread God's gospel. The gospel's content is the promised 
coming of Christ, and Paul's mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, 
including his Roman audience. 
 

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which 
he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of 
God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who 
are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY #257 – Verses 1-4 *                                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel      
 
HOLY GOSPEL*                                                    Matthew 1:18-25  

Matthew's story of Jesus' birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten 
child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means "God 
saves." 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the first chapter. 
Assembly: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22All this took place 
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23"Look, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 
24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took 
her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he 
named him Jesus. 
 

Pastor:       The Gospel of the Lord. 
Assembly:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (11:00)  
 
SERMON                             

 
HYMN OF THE DAY #257 – Verses 5-8 *                                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLE’S CREED * 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
    and born of the virgin Mary.  
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
   He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS * 
The assembly responds to each petition ending in “God, in your mercy,” 
Assembly: hear our prayer. 
 

The assembly responds to the final petition ending with “…in Jesus’ name we pray.” 
Assembly: Amen.  

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission. 

 
OFFERING                             
 

As we respond to hearing God’s Word and prepare to feast at God’s table we contemplate the 
many ways we serve the Kingdom of God through our time, talents, and gifts.  

Offering plates are available at each entrance to the sanctuary and the QR code  
can be used to give our tithes and offering. 

 

 
  
 
 



8:00 – Kind Joseph – K. Lee Scott 
 

Kind Joseph was a good man who lived in Galilee; 
He had promised to marry Mary; his wife she was to be. 

Before they came together she was found to be with child: 
A most gentle holy baby, our Savior, sweet and mild. 

 

As Joseph thought things over, an angel to him said 
In a dream while he lay sleeping, an angel of the Lord: 
“Fear not to marry Mary; her blest child will be a son; 

He is from the Holy Spirit the Ever-blessed One.” 
 

“You shall call his name, ‘Jesus,” our Savior and our friend; 
This child will save his people from their sorrow and their sin.” 

This fulfills the ancient promise: God comes down with us to dwell; 
A son to us is given, the Lord, Emmanuel. 

 
11:00 – Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine – arr. James Kirby 

 

"Joseph dearest, Joseph mine, help me rock the Child divine; 
God reward thee and all that's thine in paradise," so prays the mother Mary. 

 

"Gladly, dear one, lady mine, I will rock this child of thine; 
Heav'nly light on us shall shine in paradise, as prays the mother Mary." 

 

Sweet and lovely little one, Princely, beauteous God's own Son, 
without thee were we all undone: Our love is won by thine, O Son of Mary. 

 

Heav'nly Child, thou Lord of all, meanly housed in ox's stall, 
Free our souls in Satan's thrall: on thee we call, thou blessed Son of Mary. 

 
OFFERTORY * 

 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING * 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
Assembly:  And also with you. 
  

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
Assembly:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Assembly:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION * 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER * 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
LAMB OF GOD * 

 
 
 



HOLY COMMUNION  
All those who confess Jesus as Lord and Savior are welcome to the table. 

We invite you to come forward to receive the communion elements from the servers. 
You will be handed a wafer from the server and are invited to select a cup of wine from the tray.  

Pre-packaged elements of grape juice and gluten free wafers are available 
 in the baskets at the communion rail and at each entrance to the sanctuary. 

You may partake of the elements at the communion rail and dispose of the cups and packaging in the 
receptacles at the end of each communion rail or take the elements back to your pew to partake of them and 

dispose of the cups and packaging after the service. 
Paper bags for the disposal of cups and packaging are available on the communion rail. 

“Bread from the Lord’s Table” and/or a pastoral blessing are available for children who do not yet commune. 

  Communion Server:  The body of Christ, given for you. 
          The blood of Christ, shed for you 
  Communion Receiver:  Amen. 
    
  Music at Distribution: 
  Organ –Savior of the Nations, Come – arr. Wayne L. Wold 

Hymn #263 (11:00) – Savior of the Nations, Come 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING * 
Pastor:   The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
      and keep you in his grace. 
Assembly:   Amen.  

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING * 
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord's face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Assembly: Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN #723 *                                                                      Canticle of the Turning 

 
DISMISSAL *            
Pastor: Go in peace. 
  Rejoice, for God is always with us and doing great things. 
Assembly:  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                                            O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – arr. Robert Powell 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS: 
Pastor Tim Iseringhausen, Lead Pastor 
Pastor Denny Asp, Associate Pastor  
Deacon Diane Schwiger-Alexander, Director of Youth & Family 
Mary Woodyard, 8:00 Lector & Communion Assistant 
Dave Woodyard, 8:00 Communion Assistant  
Wayne Hoedt, 11:00 Lector & Communion Assistant 
Tim Skamfer, 11:00 Communion Assistant 
Chad Baker, Director of Worship & Music 
Samuel Owens, Cantor 
Jane McFadden, Chancel Choir Accompanist 
 

FLOWER DEDICATION: 
 

The pink poinsettias are given by the Altar Guild in honor of Mary, 
who rejoiced and was obedient when told she would be the mother of Jesus.  

 

Service Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense.net # A-722064, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License # SB162322 
& CCLI # 1841035(reprint) & #20141603 (Streaming)  
Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA.  
Liturgy and Scripture passages reprinted from Words for Worship Year A 2023, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 
 

 


