
Contemporary Worship  
December 4, 2022 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                  Come to Us – Greg Walton         
                                                         

Scattered and broken, bent in our way, 
We are Your people gathered to praise You. 

A vineyard uprooted, narrow in sight. 
Come Lord of glory! Come Lord of light! 

 

Come to us, O Lord of glory and shine in our hearts. 
Come to us, O Lord of glory and make us anew. 

Lord, we wait for You. Lord, we wait for You. 
Lord, we wait for You. Come, Lord of glory. 

 

Come, Lord, our dayspring, come from on high, 
As we Your people gather to praise You. 

Unworthy to taste from Your heavenly vine, 
But Your word will heal us. Come, light divine. 

 

Come, Root of Jesse; Come David's son; 
Come, Star of Morning; we come to praise You. 

Hope of creation, of all humankind, 
Reign over body, spirit, and mind. 

 
 
 

WELCOME                                                                                                     
 
CALL TO WORSHIP *                                                                                          Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

A * in the order of service indicates that those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David's royal line  
(the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice.  

Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 
 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The 
spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in 
the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear;  
 



4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt 
around his loins. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the 
calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the 
bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand 
on the adder's den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will 
be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10On that day the root of 
Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling 
shall be glorious. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH *                                      Tidings of Comfort and Joy                                                                                                

  



GOSPEL LESSON *                                                                  Matthew 3:1-12  

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend 
their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the third chapter. 
Assembly: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2"Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near." 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.'" 4Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all 
Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We 
have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11I baptize you with water 
for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 
 

Pastor:       The Gospel of the Lord. 
Assembly:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SONG *                                                                                           Prepare the Way of the Lord 
 

 
 
PRAYERS * 
The assembly responds to each petition ending in “God, in your mercy,” 
Assembly: hear our prayer. 
 

The assembly responds to the final petition ending with “…in Jesus’ name we pray.” 
Assembly: Amen.  
 
 

OFFERING                                                                                               Prepare the Way – Hall/Giglio                                        

                                                                                                                                                    Praise Team 
 

As we respond to hearing God’s Word and prepare to feast at God’s table we contemplate the 
many ways we serve the Kingdom of God through our time, talents, and gifts.  

Offering plates are available at each entrance to the sanctuary and the QR code below can be 
used to give our tithes and offering. 

 
 

Prepare the way, prepare the way of the Lord. 
Jesus, Jesus. 

You are the Light of the world, Jesus. 
You are the King of the earth, Jesus. 

 



CONFESSION * 
Leader: Patient and Loving God, 
Assembly:  we so easily launch ourselves into the preparation  

for the secular festival of giving and parties  
and the swirl of social events;  
but we forget that the true preparation we need  
is the readiness of our hearts to receive you.  

Help us look again at our lives and turn them around  
so that they may be in tune with your will.  

  Help us make straight that which is crooked. 
  Help us make smooth that which is rough. 

Help us prepare to receive you anew this season. 
  Forgive us of our sins  

and help us prepare for the greatest gift of all, Jesus. 
  Amen. 
   

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS * 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION * 
 
LORD’S PRAYER * 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION  
 

All those who confess Jesus as Lord and Savior are welcome to the table. 
We invite you to come forward to receive the communion elements from the servers. 

You will be handed a wafer from the server and are invited to select a cup of wine from the tray.  
Pre-packaged elements of grape juice and gluten free wafers are available 

 in the baskets at the communion rail and at each entrance to the sanctuary. 
You may partake of the elements at the communion rail and dispose of the cups and packaging in the 

receptacles at the end of each communion rail or take the elements back to your pew to partake of them and 
dispose of the cups and packaging after the service. 

Paper bags for the disposal of cups and packaging are available on the communion rail. 
“Bread from the Lord’s Table” and/or a pastoral blessing are available for children who do not yet commune. 

  

   



  Communion Server:  The body of Christ, given for you. 
          The blood of Christ, shed for you 
  Communion Receiver:  Amen. 

 
Emmanuel  
Verse 1:  Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel; 
   God with us, revealed in us; His name is called Emmanuel. 
 

Verse 2:  Prepare His way. Prepare His way; His name is called Emmanuel. 
          Prepare His way. He comes again; His name is called Emmanuel. 
 

“Emmanuel” words and music by Bob McGee 
© 1976 C.A. Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
Verse 2 composed by Joy Lynn 
CCLI License No. 1841035 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING * 
Leader:   The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
      and keep you in his grace. 
Assembly:  Amen.  

 
BLESSING * 
Leader:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord's face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Assembly: Amen. 

 
SONG *                                                                                                                         Prepare! Prepare! 

Prepare! Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare! Prepare the way of the Lord, oh, 
Prepare! Prepare the way of the Lord. 
The Lord our God is coming soon.  
 
Words & Music: Stephen Pishne  
Prepare! Prepare! © 2007, GIA Publications, Inc  
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-722064 

 
DISMISSAL *            
Leader: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
  Christ is near.  
Assembly:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS: 
Pastor Tim Iseringhausen, Lead Pastor  
Pastor Denny Asp, Associate Pastor  
Deacon Diane Schwiger-Alexander, Director of Youth & Family   
Chad Baker, Director of Worship & Music  
Praise Team 

FLOWER DEDICATION: 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God  
and in honor of her family and friends by Carolyn Martin. 

 

Service Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense.net # A-722064, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License # SB162322 
& CCLI # 1841035(reprint) & #20141603 (Streaming) Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
USA.  Liturgy and Scripture passages reprinted from Words for Worship Year A 2023, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
Prayer of Confession adapted from ministrymatters.com 

 
 



 
 

Poinsettia Order Form 

Cost: $8.00 per plant 

Deadline: December 14 
 

If you wish to place a poinsettia in our church as an honorarium or memorial for the Christmas Eve Services, please complete the form 

below and send it with a check. 

This year we are asking each family only purchase one poinsettia.  You may have up to three designations per poinsettia. 

Wording for bulletin acknowledgement (Limit one line per acknowledgement). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donor Name:              Phone Number 

 


